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UNCLAS STATE 118426 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS: ETRN, UK, BD, HK 

SUBJECT :NORTH ATLANTIC ICE PATROL: FLAG REGISTRY IN 
BERMUDA AND HONG KONG. 

1. ARTICLE 2 OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC ICE PATROL AGREEMENT 
(TIAS 3597) STATES THAT "THE VESSELS TO WHICH THE PRESENT 
AGREEMENT APPLIES ARE VESSELS REGISTERED IN COUNTRIES THE 
GOVERNMENTS OF WHICH ARE PARTIES TO THIS AGREEMENT, AND 
VESSELS REGISTERED IN TERRITORIES TO WHICH THOSE GOVERNMENTS 
HAVE EXTENDED THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE SAFETY 
OF LIFE AT SEA, 1948, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS 

OF ARTICLE XIII THEREOF." (THIS ARTICLE WAS REPEATED AS 
ARTICLE XIII IN THE 1960 SOLAS CONVENTION - TIAS 5780 - 
THE CONVENTION PRESENTLY IN FORCE.) 
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2. IN 1972 THE TOTAL TONNAGE BENEFITING FROM ICE PATROL 
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SERVICES WAS 93,877,422 G.T.; OF THIS 86,463,571 G.T., OR 
92.1 OF THE TOTAL, REPRESENTED TONNAGE BENEFITING THE 19 
CONTRIBUTING COUNTRIES. IN 1973 THE TOTAL TONNAGE BENE- 
FITING WAS 107,804,987 G.T.; OF THIS 97,341,768 G.T., OR 
90.29 OF THE TOTAL REPRESENTED THE TONNAGE BENEFITING THE 
19 CONTRIBUTING COUNTRIES. 

3. DEPARTMENT RECORDS SHOW THAT UNITED KINGDOM IN ITS 
DEPOSIT OF RATIFICATION ON FEBRUARY 9, 1956 FOR TIAS 3597 

DID NOT INCLUDE SPECIFICATION THAT THE AGREEMENT APPLIED 
TO ITS TERRITORIES. DEPARTMENT RECORDS INDICATE THAT 
THE UNITED KINGDOM HAS NOT BEEN ASSESSED FOR FLAG 
TONNAGE REGISTERED IN FLAG- VESSELS OF ITS TERRITORIES, 

BUT BENEFITING FROM THE SERVICES OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC 
ICE PATROL. 

4. IN LIGHT OF RECENT INCREASE IN COSTS TO U.S. GOVERN- 
MENT FOR OPERATING AND MAINTAINING ICE PATROL, US GOVERN- 
MENT CONSIDERS IT OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE NATIONS WHOSE 
FLAG REGISTRY BENEFITS APPRECIABLY FROM THE SERVICES OF 
THE PATROL, SHOULD ALSO BE ENCOURAGED TO BECOME CONTRIB- 
UTING MEMBERS. ACCORDINGLY, THE US GOVERNMENT BEGINNING 
IN 1973 HAS INFORMALLY INITIATED DIALOGUE WITH THE 
GOVERNMENTS OF THE USSR, POLAND, INDIA, PORTUGAL, CYPRUS, 
AND TURKEY REQUESTING THEIR ADHERENCE TO TIAS 3597. 

POLAND IS EXPECTED TO ADHERE TO THE AGREEMENT THIS YEAR. 
OTHER GOVERNMENTS HAVE OUR INFORMAL REQUESTS UNDER 
CONSIDERATION. 

5. THE DEPARTMENT NOTES THAT BERMUDA FLAG REGISTRY HAD 
1,713, G.T. BENEFITING FROM THE SERVICES OF THE ICE PATROL 

IN 1972. IN 1973 THIS AMOUNT ROSE TO 366,1 15 G.T. WITH 
A $.01489025 COST PER G.T. IN 1972, FREE BENEFITS TO 
BERMUDA FLAG TONNAGE IN 1972 AMOUNTED TO APPROXIMATELY 
$25.50. WITH A $.01746796 COST PER G.T. IN 1973, 

FREE BENEFITS TO BERMUDA FLAG TONNAGE AMOUNTED TO 
APPROXIMATELY $6395.28. 

6. IN 1972 HONG KONG FLAG REGISTRY HAD 70,877 GT 
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BENEFITING FROM THE SERVICES OF THE ICE PATROL. IN 1973 
HONG KONG FLAG TONNAGE BENEFITING TOTALED 9,898 G.T. THE 
AMOUNT OF FREE BENEFITS HONG KONG FLAG SHIPPING RECEIVED 
FOR THE YEARS 1972 AND 1973 WERE $1,055.37 AND $172.89, 
RESPECTIVELY. 

7. THE US GOVERNMENT, AS ADMINISTERING GOVERNMENT OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL ICE PATROL, IS PRESENTLY PREPARING ITS 
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SIXTH THREE YEAR REVIEW OF THE AGREEMENT. THE REVIEW 
WILL BE FORWARDED TO THE ADHERING GOVERNMENTS BEGINNING 
JULY 1974. THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE WOULD LIKE BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT VIEWS FOR POSSIBLE AMENDMENT TO THE ADHERENCE 
BY INVOKING ARTICLE 2 AND STATING THAT BRITISH ADHERENCE 
TO THE AGREEMENT ALSO APPLIES TO FLAG VESSELS WITH 
REGISTRY IN BERMUDA AND HONG KONG. SUCH AN AMENDMENT 
TO BRITISH ADHERENCE, IN CONNECTION WITH USG EFFORTS TO 
INCLUDE ADDITIONAL SUBSTANTIAL FLAG TONNAGE BENEFITING 
FROM THE SERVICES OF THE ICE PATROL, WOULD CONTRIBUTE 

SUBSTANTIALLY IN RAISING THE PERCENTAGE OF PARTICIPATION 
TO THE AGREEMENT TO ABOUT NINTY-SEVEN PERCENT, RESULTING 
IN A MORE EQUITABLE AND LOWER PER TON ASSESSMENT FOR ALL 
ADHERING MEMBERS. 

8. BASED ON FOREGOING, EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO APPROACH 
FCO EITHER IN PERSON OR BY THIRD PERSON NOTE TO SOLICIT 
HMG'S VIEWS AND, IF POSSIBLE, CONCURRENCE WITH SUGGESTED 
AMENDMENT. KISSINGER 
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